WICA Zoning Committee – June 26, 2017

Minutes
The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM.
A quorum was present. There were five items on the agenda:
5102 Rochelle Ave: The developer’s attorney sent, e few hours prior to the meeting, a Land Use
Agreement reflecting their understanding of their agreement with WICA over the changes to the
design of the property, the preferred retail uses, and the limitation on hours of operation, deliveries
and site access during construction (see May Zoning Committee minutes for a complete list of
agreement points). Members were asked to read the document and provide comment to Jeff.
WICA will seek legal of the document.
90 Rochelle Update: Confirmation that Westrum Development is the intended buyer/developer
for the property was reported. In addition, Jeff reiterated information given at the last meeting:
the owner has applied for a permit for office use consistent with the RHD use (they may have
received as-right, although none yet shows up on the L&I Zoning website); and they have done
geotechnical investigations, test pits, and survey work, which would indicate plans for a
development on the rear parcel. Jeff said that Westrum has built modular townhouse
developments elsewhere in the city, such as in Brewerytown, which may be a sign of their interest
here. The attorney for the developer has not been willing to discuss his client’s plans with WICA.
Update on Roxborough/Wissahickon civics meeting with Anne Fadullon and Josh Cohen re
demolition moratorium and work to create historical districts along Ridge Ave. Jeff said there is
a meeting scheduled for Monday, July 10, 2017 at 9:00AM, at which representatives of the civic
associations that border Ridge Ave., including WICA, will be present. The group will be given
guidance on how to create historic districts along the Ridge and will seek a council ordinance to halt
non-essential demolition until the historic reviews are completed.
3565 Retta Street offered for sale as “development opportunity” combined with 240 Rochelle.
The group discussed whether to contact the realtor to seek a change to the advertisement for this
parcel and the adjacent parcel at 240 Rochelle Ave. Members offered to reach out to the owner, a
former member of WICA to discuss his plans, before intervening with the realtor.
NCO Reboot: The NCO subcommittee met to discuss the results of its members’ surveys of all
blocks in the neighborhood. A list of recommendations was made. Members agreed to summarize
their findings in writing and sent them to the subcommittee Chair, Ken Sawyer, so that they can be
added to those already a part of the Central Roxborough NCO as a starting point for review by the
Planning Commission. A follow-up meeting was set for July 21st.at which members from Ridge
Park and Central Roxborough will be invited to provide advice.
The meeting was adjoined at 8:50PM

